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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/5/2006 has been entered. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on 7/20/1995. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed 
a certified copy of the 07-183929 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

The examiner further notes that if foreign priority papers are submitted, Applicant 
cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection because a 
translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.55. See MPEP § 201.15. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 3/30/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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In regards to the foreign priority noted above, the 102(e) rejection in view of 
Matthews stands. 

Further note that an additional 1 12 1 st paragraph rejection has been introduced in 
view of the claim amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 40-59 and 87-126 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter, which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The independent claims state the limitations, " EPG data including image data 
representing images of reduced, less than normal size to identify respective 
programs " and then recites " such that said reduced sized images are independent 
of said EPG data ". The examiner notes that if the EPG data includes image data 
representing the reduced sized images, that it would be impossible for the image data to 
be independent of the EPG data, because the EPG data includes the reduced size 
image data. 
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5. Claims 40-59 and 87-126 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter, which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. 

The independent claims state the limitations, ' EPG data including image data 
representing images of reduced, less than normal size to identify respective 
programs " and then recites " such that said reduced sized images are independent 
of said EPG data ". The examiner notes that if the EPG data includes image data 
representing the reduced sized images, that it would be impossible for the image data to 
be independent of the EPG data, because the EPG data includes the reduced size 
image data. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 40-42, 44-45, 57-58, 87-88, 90-95, 99-100, 102, 104-106, 108, 112-114, 
116-117, 120-122, 124 and 126 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Matthews, III (U.S. Patent No. 5,815,145). 

Referring to claim 40, Matthews discloses an apparatus for receiving electronic 
program guide (EPG) and program data transmitted on plurality broadcast channels 
(see receiver 20 in Figures 1 and 2 and Column 3, Lines 18-23 for receiving the 
program data over network 14 and Column 4, Lines 3-8 for transmitting the program 
data over a plurality of broadcast channels and Column 6, Lines 64-67 Column 7, Lines 
1-6 and 37-55 for also receiving the still images displayed in Figure 4 in program guide 
form from the central node 12 over network 14), said EPG data including image data 
representing images of reduced, less than normal size to identify respective programs 
(see Figure 4 and Column 4, Lines 44-61 for the EPG data containing a single frame 
image, which is of a reduced size because multiple single image frames are shown in 
the space where an entire program is normally displayed) which currently are and will 
be transmitted on several broadcast channels (see Column 5, Lines 44-47 for the still 
images being stored at the client or transmitted from the central control node 12 
(therefore transmitted over the video distribution network 16) and also note Column 1 1 , 
Lines 48-54) and said program data including video and audio data of plural programs 
(see again Column 3, Lines 18-24) currently being transmitted on respective broadcast 
channels (see again Column 11, Lines 48-54). 

Matthews also discloses receiving means for receiving the program data 
transmitted on different broadcast channels and the EPG data transmitted with said 
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program data (see interactive station controller 20 in Figure 2 for receiving the program 
data and EPG data multiplexed together into a composite signal by MUX 212 in Figure 
1 and at Column 1 1 , Lines 48-54). 

Matthews also discloses separating means for separating the received EPG data 
from the received program data (see Column 1 1 , Lines 37-47 for transmitting the 
program data and EPG data (digital data) on separate channels and Figure 2 for the 
interactive station controller 20 containing an analog and digital decoder for separating 
the program data from the EPG data (also note Column 3, Line 64 through Column 4, 
Line 2). 

Matthews also discloses storage means for storing the separated EPG data (see 
memory system 68 in Figure 2 and Column 5, Lines 62-64 for the EPG data being 
stored in the memory system 68). 

Matthews also discloses display means for displaying a program represented by 
the separated program data (see television 18 in Figure 1 and Column 3, Lines 31-39). 

Matthews also discloses read-out means for selectively retrieving said EPG data 
from said storage means (see again Column 5, Lines 62-64 for process block 120 
provides a means for selectively retrieving the program guide from memory system 68 
and note that Column 6, Line 35 through Column 7, Line 15 indicating which program 
still images will be displayed in the program guide and that the still images can be 
stored at the interactive station controller 20 (see Column 7, Lines 40-42)). 

Matthews also discloses means for displaying on said display means said 
images of reduced, less than normal size represented by said retrieved EPG data (see 
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Figures 4 and 5 and Column 5, Line 47 through Column 7, Line 15 for creating the 
program guide in Figure 4 which displays the images of reduced size represented by 
EPG data received from central node 12) in superposition over the displayed program 
(see Column 4, Lines 26-34 for creating a superimposed video display including the 
program data and EPG data). 

As stated in the arguments above, the examiner's argument regarding the non- 
limiting scope claim language stands (see arguments above), however, in the case that 
Applicant does not agree and traverses the examiner's argument, and provided that the 
examiner would agree with Applicant's traversal, in order to expedite the prosecution of 
the instant application, the examiner will also provide evidence of how Matthews would 
read on the amended claim limitations. 

Matthews further discloses that said image data (the still images included in the 
EPG data) is sufficient for generating said reduced size images (see Figure 4 for 
displaying the reduced size images and note that if the still images transmitted from 
central node 12 or stored at the interactive station controller 20 (see Column 7, Lines 
37-46) were not sufficient, then the images would not be generated by interactive 
station controller 20 (see Column 7, Lines 1-4 for displaying an alternative still image if 
the still image needed for display is not available)). 

Matthews further discloses that the generation of said reduced size images (see 
Figure 4 and Column 6, Line 64 through Column 7, Line 2) does not require linking said 
image data to other data (further note at Column 6, Line 64 through Column 7, Line 2 
that Matthews does not require a link to a video preview on a continuous media server 
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and only retrieves the still images for display in the EPG, which is analogous to how 
Shiga is displaying the program guide in Figure 4). The examiner again notes the 1 12 
2 nd paragraph rejection for the claim limitations being broad and how "other data" can be 
any type of data. The examiner has taken the interpretation consistent with Applicant 
arguments (of the link to the video preview) in order to reject the amended claim 
limitations of the instant application. Clearly if the instant application provides the 
program guide in Figure 4, there would have to exist a link for the programs that will be 
displayed on the program guide strip and the actual still images that should be placed in 
the strip, which is analogous to the program guide taught by the Matthews reference. 

Referring to claim 41 , Matthews discloses that the received EPG data further 
includes text data representing information associated with each program identified by 
said image data (see Column 8, Lines 28-31 for the EPG data also including text data 
and also note text data presented in the program guide of Figure 4), and said read-out 
means is operable to retrieve the text data from the storage means and supply the 
retrieved text data to said display means (see Figure 4 and Column 8, Lines 39-44 for 
including summary information with the still image graphic on the display and further 
note that the information stored on the EPG database can be stored at the interactive 
station controllers (see Column 7, Lines 40-42)). Also note process block 124 in Figure 
5 and Column 5, Line 62 through Column 6, Line 17 for how text data ("07" and "CBS") 
is retrieved and displayed in the program guide of Figure 4. 

Referring to claim 42, Mathews disclosing image selecting means for selecting 
one of the displayed reduced size images (see cursor 108 in Figure 4 and Column 5, 



Application/Control Number: 09/431 ,437 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2623 

Lines 6-1 5) to cause said read-out means to retrieve from said storage means the text 
data associated with the program identified by said selected reduced size image for 
display therewith (see process block 124 in Figure 5 and Column 5, Line 62 through 
Column 6, Line 17 and Column 8, Lines 28-38 for retrieving text data when the user 
focuses on a program in the program guide of Figure 4). 

Claim 44 corresponds to claim 42, where Matthews discloses that the image 
selecting means comprises a cursor and cursor control means operable by a user to 
position said cursor at a desired one of the displayed reduced size images and thereby 
select said desired reduced size image (see Column 5, Lines 6-46 and Figure 4). 

Claim 45 corresponds to claim 40, where the retrieved EPG data identifies 
respective programs, which currently are being transmitted (see Figure 4 and Column 5, 
Lines 36-42 for the still images being selectable by the user, which tunes to the 
currently transmitted program ) and further comprises image selecting means for 
selecting one of the displayed reduced size images (see Column 5, Lines 6-15), and 
tuning means for tuning said apparatus to the broadcast channel which transmits the 
program identified by the selected reduced size image (see Column 3, Lines 64-67). 

Claim 57 corresponds to claim 40, where Matthew further teaches a memory for 
pre-storing predetermined display indicia (see process block 124 and Column 5, Lines 
for the memory 68 storing graphic and text information (see Column 6, Lines 4-6) to be 
included in the program guide of Figure 4), said receiving means being operable to 
receive as part of said EPG data, access information for accessing selected display 
indicia (see Column 5, Line 62 through Column 6, Line 1 1 for the receiving means 
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(interactive station controller 20) being able to receive format information (access 
information) for accessing selected display indicia depending on what channels will be 
displayed in the program guide of Figure 4), said read-out means being operable to 
read out said selected display indicia in response to the received access information 
(see process block 120 in Figure 5 and Column 5, Lines 52-60 for requested the 
program guide displayed in Figure 4, which will utilize the access information disclosed 
by process block 124 at Column 5, Line 62 through Column 6, Line 11) and said display 
means being operable to display said selected display indicia (see Column 7, Lines 7- 
14) in superposition over said displayed program (see mixer 76 in Figure 2 and Column 
4, Lines 26-34). 

Claim 58 corresponds to claim 41, where Matthews discloses display means that 
is operable to display a text window (the "ABC" and "07" text window) superimposed 
over said displayed program (see the rejection of claim 40 for mixer 76 in Figure 2 
superimposing the text window in the program guide over a displayed program), and 
further comprises image selecting means for selecting one of the displayed reduced 
size images to cause said read-out means to retrieve said text data representing 
information associated with the program identified by said selected reduced size image 
for display in said text window (see Column 5, Lines 6-1 5 for the image selecting means 
selecting the reduced size image and in turn displaying the "ABC" and "07" text window 
under the reduced size image). Further note that the image selecting means could be 
read on the initial activation of the program guide being displayed over the displayed 
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television program, and therefore, retrieving and displaying the "ABC" and "07" 
superimposed over the displayed program by the use of mixer 76. 

Referring to claim 87, Matthews also discloses image-based promotional data 
(EPG data) associated with programs which are to be transmitted (see Column 7, Line 
43 through Column 8, Line 16 for the EPG data stored in the EPG database at the 
central node 12, which are transmitted with the programs to the interactive station 
controller 20 (see Column 1 1 , Lines 48-52 for multiplexing the programs and EPG data 
together before transmission)). 

Matthews also discloses generating said image-based promotional data including 
image data identifying corresponding programs which are to be transmitted, said image 
data representing reduced size images which have a display size that is less than the 
display size for displayable data of said programs (see Column 7, Line 43 through 
Column 8, Line 44 for managing/generating EPG data at the EPG database at central 
control node 12 in Figure 1 , where the EPG data includes images of reduced size that 
represent programs that will be transmitted). 

Lawler also discloses providing program data constituting at least one program 
currently being transmitted (see Column 3, Lines 18-24 for transmitting programs from 
central control node 12 over network 14 to the interactive station controller 20 in Figure 

1). 

Lawler also discloses combining said image-based promotional data and said 
program data to generate combined data (see again Column 1 1 , Lines 48-52 for 
multiplexing/combining the program data and EPG data). 
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Lawler also discloses transmitting the combined data (see Column 11, Lines 51- 
52 for delivering the IT composite signal to interactive network 14 for distribution to the 
interactive station controller 20 in Figure 1 ). 

As stated in the arguments above, the examiner's argument regarding the non- 
limiting scope claim language stands (see arguments above), however, in the case that 
Applicant does not agree and traverses the examiner's argument, and provided that the 
examiner would agree with Applicant's traversal, in order to expedite the prosecution of 
the instant application, the examiner will also provide evidence of how Matthews would 
read on the amended claim limitations. 

Matthews further discloses that said image data (the still images included in the 
EPG data) is sufficient for generating said reduced size images (see Figure 4 for 
displaying the reduced size images and note that if the still images transmitted from 
central node 12 or stored at the interactive station controller 20 (see Column 7, Lines 
37-46) were not sufficient, then the images would not be generated by interactive 
station controller 20 (see Column 7, Lines 1-4 for displaying an alternative still image if 
the still image needed for display is not available)). 

Matthews further discloses that the generation of said reduced size images (see 
Figure 4 and Column 6, Line 64 through Column 7, Line 2) does not require linking said 
image data to other data (further note at Column 6, Line 64 through Column 7, Line 2 
that Matthews does not require a link to a video preview on a continuous media server 
and only retrieves the still images for display in the EPG, which is analogous to how 
Shiga is displaying the program guide in Figure 4). The examiner again notes the 1 12 
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2 nd paragraph rejection for the claim limitations being broad and how "other data" can be 
any type of data. The examiner has taken the interpretation consistent with Applicant 
arguments (of the link to the video preview) in order to reject the amended claim 
limitations of the instant application. Clearly if the instant application provides the 
program guide in Figure 4, there would have to exist a link for the programs that will be 
displayed on the program guide strip and the actual still images that should be placed in 
the strip, which is analogous to the program guide taught by the Matthews reference. 

Referring to claim 88, Matthews discloses that the image-based promotional data 
(EPG data) includes text data (see Column 8, Lines 28-38 for providing text description 
from the EPG database along with the image-based promotional (EPG) data (still 
images)). 

Referring to claim 90, Matthews discloses providing text data associated with 
said at least one program currently being transmitted (see the rejection of claim 88), 
combining said text data with said image-based promotional data and said program 
data (see Column 7, Line 43 through Column 8, Line 44 for the still image and text data 
being provided by the EPG database and Column 11, Lines 48-52 for multiplexing the 
different pieces of data together) and transmitting the combined image-based 
promotional data, program data and text data (see Column 11, Lines 51-52 for 
delivering the IT composite signal to interactive network 14 for distribution to the 
interactive station controller 20 in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 91, Matthews discloses providing program data comprising 
supplying video and audio data of plurality programs, each being transmitted over a 
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respective channel (see receiver 20 in Figures 1 and 2 and Column 3, Lines 18-23 for 
receiving the program data over network 14 and Column 4, Lines 3-8 for transmitting 
the program data over a plurality of broadcast channels and Column 6, Lines 64-67 
Column 7, Lines 1-6 and 37-55 for also receiving the still images displayed in Figure 4 
in program guide form from the central node 12 over network 14). 

Referring to claims 92-95, see the rejection of claims 40, 45 and 41-42, 
respectively. 

Referring to claims 99-100, 102 and 104, see the rejection of claims 87-88 and 
90-91, respectively. 

Referring to claims 105-106, 108 and 112, see the rejection of claim 40-42 and 
57, respectively. 

Referring to claim 113, see the rejection of claims 40 and 87 for teaching both 
the transmitter and receiver limitations. 

Referring to claim 1 14, see the rejection of claim 88. 
Referring to claim 116, see the rejection of claim 91 . 
Referring to claim 117, see the rejection of claim 42. 
Referring to claim 120, see the rejection of claim 57. 

Referring to claim 121 , see the rejection of claims 40 and 87 for teaching both 
the transmitter and receiver limitations. 

Referring to claim 122, see the rejection of claim 88. 
Referring to claim 124, see the rejection of claim 91 . 
Referring to claim 126, see the rejection of claim 57. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 43, 46-52, 59, 89, 96-98, 1 01 , 1 03, 1 07, 1 09-1 1 0, 1 1 5, 1 1 8, 1 23 and 1 25 

are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matthews, III (U.S. 

Patent No. 5,815,145) in view of Lawler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,907,323). 

Referring to claim 43, Matthews discloses all of the limitations in claim 42, as well 
as text data including broadcast identifying data (see Figure 4 for including "CBS" in the 
display for each channel), broadcast channel data at which said associated program is 
to be transmitted (see Figure 4 for displaying channel "04", which is the channel that the 
broadcast channel is transmitted on) and description data providing a description of said 
associated program (see the rejection of claims 41-42 for program summary 
information), but fails to teach time data and title data identifying the title of the 
associated program. 

Lawler discloses a time bar, which defines the times at which each program will 
be aired and title data identifying the title of the associated program (see Figure 3B). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG of Matthews, using the time data, as taught 
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by Lawler, for the purpose of providing improved methods of providing program 
information to viewers (see Column 2, Lines 36-37 of Lawler). 

Referring to claim 46, see the rejection of claim 43. Note that both Matthews and 
Lawler clearly discloses program table data (see Figure 4 of Matthews and Figure 3B of 
Lawler). 

Claim 47 corresponds to claim 46, where Lawler further discloses text data that 
further comprises program content data providing a summary of the content of each of 
the respective programs to be transmitted (see program summary table 96 in Figure 3B 
of Lawler). 

Claim 48 corresponds to claim 47, where Matthews discloses that the program 
table data (in Figure 4) is associated with programs currently being transmitted (see 
again Column 5, Lines 36-42 for the still images being selectable by the user, which 
tunes to the currently transmitted program ), but silent as to the program table data being 
associated with programs to be transmitted at a predetermined time period, as well as, 
the program content data (summary data) being associated with said programs 
currently being transmitted and said programs to be transmitted during a fraction of said 
predetermined time period. 

Lawler discloses a program time guide in Figure 3B. The program time guide 
clearly discloses that the program table data is associated with programs transmitted 
during a predetermined time period (see Figure 3B for Trailside being transmitted at 
3pm), as well as the program content data being associated with programs currently 
being transmitted (note that if 3pm is the current time, then if the user selects Kung Fu, 
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then the program summary table 96 will display program content data for a program 
currently being transmitted) and during a fraction of said predetermined time period 
(note that if the predetermined time period is from 3pm to 4pm, then Today's Gourmet is 
transmitted for a fraction of the predetermined time period from 3:30pm to 4pm). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG of Matthews, using the time data, as taught 
by Lawler, for the purpose of providing improved methods of providing program 
information to viewers (see Column 2, Lines 36-37 of Lawler). 

Claim 49 corresponds to claim 47, where Matthews discloses that the received 
EPG data is multiplexed with the received program data (see again Column 11, Lines 
48-54). 

Claim 50 corresponds to claim 49, where Matthews discloses that the receiving 
means includes decompressing means for expanding the compressed program data 
(see Column 4, Lines 23-25). Note that if the receiver of Matthews "decompressing" 
incoming program data (digital video signals), then the digital video signals would have 
to be compressed in order to performed a decompression process on the digital video 
signals. 

Claim 51 corresponds to claim 49, where Matthews discloses that the EPG data 
and program data are received via satellite transmission channels (see Column 3, Lines 
48-51), each satellite transmission channel comprising plurality broadcast channels 
multiplexed with the EPG data (see again Column 1 1 , Lines 48-54), and wherein the 
separating means comprises demultiplexing means for demultiplexing each satellite 
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transmission channel to recover said EPG data and the program data transmitted on 
each of the said broadcast channels (see again Column 1 1 , Lines 48-54 and note that if 
the EPG data and program data are multiplexed by mux 212 in Figure 1, the interactive 
station controller would inherently have to perform a demultiplexing process in order to 
properly retrieve the data from the incoming broadcast channels). 

Claim 52 corresponds to claim 51, where Matthews discloses a tuning means for 
tuning said apparatus to a selected broadcast channel (see Column 3, Lines 64-67) and 
Lawler discloses a memory means for storing the recovered program data transmitted 
on the selected broadcast channel and means for reading out the program data stored 
in said memory means and supplying same to said display means to display said read 
out program data (see Column 10, Lines 1-3 for a VCR connected to the viewer's 
station 16, which is inherently capable of recording and playing back programs that are 
recorded on a VHS tape (the memory)). 

Claim 59 corresponds to claim 58, where Matthews teaches that the text data 
displayed in said text window includes the broadcast channel ("07") over which 
identified program is transmitted (see Figure 4 of Matthews), however Matthews fails to 
display the title of the identified program in the text window. 

Lawler discloses displaying a title of a program in a selected text window (see 
Figure 3B). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG of Matthews, using the time data, as taught 
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by Lawler, for the purpose of providing improved methods of providing program 
information to viewers (see Column 2, Lines 36-37 of Lawler). 

Referring to claim 89, Matthews discloses that the text data includes description 
data providing a description of the program to be transmitted (see Column 8, Lines 28- 
38 for providing text description from the EPG database along with the image-based 
promotional (EPG) data (still images)), but fails to teach that the text data includes title 
data identifying the title of a program to be transmitted and transmission data identifying 
date and time at which said program is to be transmitted. 

Lawler discloses a time bar and date icons, which defines the times and dates at 
which each program will be aired and title data identifying the title of the associated 
program (see Figure 3B). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG of Matthews, using the time data, as taught 
by Lawler, for the purpose of providing improved methods of providing program 
information to viewers (see Column 2, Lines 36-37 of Lawler). 

Referring to claim 96, Matthews discloses that the text data includes description 
data providing a description of the program to be transmitted (see Column 8, Lines 28- 
38 for providing text description from the EPG database along with the image-based 
promotional (EPG) data (still images)), but fails to teach that the text data includes title 
data identifying the title of a program to be transmitted and transmission data identifying 
date and time at which said program is to be transmitted. Further notes that Matthews 
teach displaying channel information (see "07" in Figure 4 in the program tile). 
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Lawler discloses a time bar and date icons, which defines the times and dates at 
which each program will be aired and title data identifying the title of the associated 
program (see Figure 3B). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG of Matthews, using the time data, as taught 
by Lawler, for the purpose of providing improved methods of providing program 
information to viewers (see Column 2, Lines 36-37 of Lawler). 

Referring to claims 97-98, see the rejection of claims 49-50, respectively. 

Referring to claim 101 , see the rejection of claim 96. 

Referring to claim 103, see the rejection of claim 96 and further note that Lawler 
teaches category data identifying a category type of the program currently being 
transmitted (see Figure 6 for the text summary panel window containing different 
category items that correspond to each show selected from the program tiles (also note 
Column 9, Line 61 through Column 10, Line 41)). 

Referring to claims 107 and 109-1 10, see the rejection of claims 96 and 49-50, 
respectively. 

Referring to claim 115, see the rejection of claim 89. 
Referring to claim 118, see the rejection of claims 49-50. 
Referring to claim 123, see the rejection of claim 89. 
Referring to claim 125, see the rejection of claims 49-50. 



Application/Control Number: 09/431 ,437 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2623 

8. Claims 53-56, 1 1 1 and 1 1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matthews, III (U.S. Patent No. 5,815,145) in view of Hendricks et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,600,364). 

Referring to claim 53, Matthews discloses transmitting a plurality of broadcast 
channel to the interactive controller 20, as well as displaying a program guide with still 
images that represent each channel broadcasted to the viewer (see Figure 4 and the 
rejection of claim 40), but fails to teach that one of the channels broadcasted to the 
viewer is a promotional channel and the program data transmitted thereon is 
promotional video and audio data representing particular programs transmitted on 
several other broadcast channels. 

Hendricks discloses a plurality of promotional channels transmitted to the viewer 
(see Figure 20b for channels 101-109 being commercial channels), where the 
promotional channel provides video and audio data to the viewer on each channel (see 
Column 36, Lines 51-57), and further note that the promotional video and audio data is 
representative of the programs that were selected by the user and sent to the headend 
for processing by the central facility (see Figure 17 and Column 34, Lines 40-47), 
therefore the promotional channel shows promotional that represent particular programs 
that were viewed/transmitted on several other channels. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify one of the plurality of broadcast channel transmitted 
from the central node 12, as taught by Matthews, to include a promotional channel, as 
taught by Hendricks, for the purpose of targeting specific video/audio and 
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commercial/promotional video/audio to specific viewers/consumers (see Column 5, 
Lines 34-39 of Hendricks). 

Claim 54 corresponds to claim 53, where Matthews teaches that the display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in superposition over a displayed 
video channel (see the rejection of claims 40-41 for the use of a mixer and displaying 
"07" and "CBS" in the superimposed program guide as taught by Matthews), and again, 
see the rejection of claim 53 for Hendricks modifying one of the video channel to include 
a promotional video channel, therefore if one of the promotional channel (taught by 
Hendricks) is tuned to by the interactive station controller 20 in Figure 2, then the 
superpostioned program guide would be overlaid over the tuned promotional channel. 

Claim 55 corresponds to claim 53, where Matthews teaches that the display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in superposition over a displayed 
video channel (see the rejection of claims 40-41 for the use of a mixer and displaying 
"07" and "CBS" in the superimposed program guide as taught by Matthews), and again, 
see the rejection of claim 53 for Hendricks modifying one of the video channel to include 
a promotional video channel, therefore if one of the promotional channel (taught by 
Hendricks) is tuned to by the interactive station controller 20 in Figure 2, then the 
superpostioned program guide would be overlaid over the tuned promotional channel 
and the table would be representative of programs to be transmitted on a selected non- 
promotional broadcast channel (see Column 4, Lines 44-55 and Figure 4 of Matthews). 

Claim 56 corresponds to claim 53, where Matthews teaches that the display 
means is operable to display the retrieved text data in superposition over a displayed 
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video channel (see the rejection of claims 40-41 for the use of a mixer and displaying 
"07" and "CBS" in the superimposed program guide as taught by Matthews), and again, 
see the rejection of claim 53 for Hendricks modifying one of the video channel to include 
a promotional video channel, therefore if one of the promotional channel (taught by 
Hendricks) is tuned to by the interactive station controller 20 in Figure 2, then the 
superpostioned program guide would be overlaid over the tuned promotional channel as 
a description (the program guide itself), which is representative of a selected program to 
be transmitted on a selected non-promotional broadcast channel (see Column 4, Lines 
44-55 and Figure 4 of Matthews). 

Referring to claim 111, see the rejection of claim 54. 

Referring to claim 1 1 9, see the rejection of claim 54. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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